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SCHOOL PRINCIPALS � AREAS OF AUTHORITY 

117. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the government�s 100-day plan. 

(1) Will the minister please detail the proposed changes she will introduce within the next 29 days to 
provide school principals with greater authority to run their own schools, as promised? 

(2) Can the minister identify the areas she seeks to transfer exclusively to principals and away from the 
Department of Education and Training? 

(3) What job losses does the minister envisage will occur in district offices and in head office as a result of 
these changes? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(3) I have been working very hard on the five major commitments that I have been asked to work on in the 

first 100 days. This question of the empowerment of principals, teachers and school communities is one 
of the issues I have been working on extremely hard. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Will you introduce the new arrangements within 100 days? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you just asked the question. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The Leader of the Opposition might just have to wait another 29 days. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You can�t give a straight answer. That�s your view of accountability, is it? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am in the middle of working on it, and I am not going to announce something to the 
Leader of the Opposition that I have not yet discussed with my colleagues. He will just have to wait. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Are you going to deliver on your promise? It�s a simple enough question. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition asked a question that I thought was reasonable; I am sure 
everyone in the house would agree. The minister has attempted to answer it, and I am sure that the Leader of the 
Opposition would be interested in the response. Members on his side of the chamber should desist from 
attempting to answer the question for the minister. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that if he is patient, all will be revealed in time. 
 


